
U.N. Human Rights 
Pathfinder 
 
After you know what your research questions are, your first step is to hit the card catalog! This 
will search for both books in our library and websites about your topic. 
 
Try using the search words below to get you started. 
 
Possible Search Key Words for Human Rights 
Crimes against humanity  
Genocide 
Human rights 
 
**Also, try searching under the name of your country or geographical area. Remember to try all 
of the names of the country if it is known by more than one (e.g., Sudan and Darfur). 

 e.g., Rwanda, Cambodia 

Dewey number for general human rights information is 323. 
(Be sure to check the Reference collection, too!) 

 
Databases  
Check out our library’s databases first!! They have tons of reliable information 
about your topics, including PRINT SOURCES like magazine articles and articles from books, 
as well as multimedia content (video, images, etc.). Databases are the next best thing to books. ☺ 
 
Gale   

Includes two databases: 
1. Student Resource Center  

a. general topics 
2. Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center  

a. debatable issues, exploring different sides of various issues 
 
**To logon, go to http://infotrac.galegroup.com/default 
 Username and password information is available at the circulation desk in the library. 
 
ABC-CLIO  
Includes several history databases: 
1. American Government 
2. American History 
3. World History: Ancient and Medieval Eras 
4. World History: The Modern Era 
 
**To logon, go to http://socialstudies.abc-clio.com 
 Username and password information is available at the circulation desk in the library. 
 

http://infotrac.galegroup.com/default
http://socialstudies.abc-clio.com/


Websites  
Amnesty International: http://www.amnestyusa.org/  

Amnesty International is an organization that works to “protect people wherever justice, 
freedom, truth and dignity are denied.” Read about human rights issues and check out the 
Student Center that lists activities you can do to help campaign for human rights.  

 
Anti-Slavery: Today’s Fight for Tomorrow’s Freedom: 

http://www.antislavery.org/english/default.aspx  
Covers a multitude of slavery topics, from modern slavery, forced labor, trafficking, and 
child labor. Check out the “Slavery Today” and “Resources” tabs for photos and 
documents. 

 
BBC’s “Children of Conflict”: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/people/features/childrensrights/childrenofconflict/  
Presents brief statistics and real-life stories (audio included) for various children’s issues, 
including child soldiers and child labor. 

 
BBC’s “I Have a Right To…” Program: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/people/features/ihavearightto/index.shtml  
A global project by the BBC that “acts as a global hub for information about human 
rights.” Includes case studies, debates, and links. 

 
Human Rights 101: http://www.thirteen.org/edonline/hr101/  

HR101 is sponsored by New York Public Television and helps teens research and explore 
human rights issues. Includes descriptions of real-life human rights projects conducted by 
teens. 

 
Human Rights Defenders Initiative: 

http://www.cartercenter.org/peace/human_rights/defenders/index.html 
Part of the Carter Center’s website, the Human Rights Defenders Initiative includes 
detailed articles and web links about 10+ countries and their human rights conditions. 
Click on “Countries” on the left side of the page for a complete list. 

 
Human Rights First: http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/index.aspx 

An international human rights organization. Check out the “Media Room” publications 
and the “Crimes Against Humanity” links (including the “Country Focus” articles). 

 
Human Rights Watch: http://www.hrw.org/  

Search human rights issues by region or topic. Also includes multimedia links. 
 
ONE: http://www.one.org/us/  

A grassroots organization aimed primarily at stopping “extreme poverty and preventable 
disease, particularly in Africa.” Includes information about the effectiveness of aid to 
impoverished countries, as well issues such as maternal and child health, the 
environment, and education.  

 
U.N.’s Human Rights in Action: http://www.un.org/cyberschoolbus/humanrights/index.asp 

Includes the full text of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, as well as a 
simplified version in plain language. You can also view the Human Rights Fact Sheets, 
outlining several different human rights violations. 
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UNICEF: http://www.unicef.org/index.php  
An international organization that focuses on child- and gender-related human rights 
issues. Includes a Voices of Youth link where you can explore human rights issues and 
learn how to take action against human rights violations. 

 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM): Genocide Prevention: 

http://www.ushmm.org/conscience/  
Includes resources about recent and current genocides, going beyond that of the 
Holocaust. Check out the “Resources” page. 

 
University of Minnesota’s Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies: http://chgs.umn.edu/  

Includes a “Virtual Museum” of artistic responses (could be a good source for 
visuals/illustrations?). Check out their extensive list of web links by clicking on 
“Websites and Bibliography” and then “CHGS Links.”  
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